June 24, 2011

property rights. This is a worthy bipartisan ac-
complishment. | am concerned that some of
my colleagues have championed this bill as
the ultimate job-creator and that once it
passes, they will forget about the millions of
Americans that are still struggling to find work.
Patent reform is important, but what out-of-
work Americans need most are jobs. | urge
my colleagues to build on this bipartisan mo-
mentum and work together to rebuild and
renew America’s infrastructure, the most effi-
cient way to create jobs and strengthen our
economy.

——————
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Mrs. MALONEY. Mr. Speaker, in our tough
economic environment, individuals should not
have to choose between caring for a loved
one and their job. The high work participation
rates among mothers and the caregiving
needs of an aging population put further de-
mands on American families. The landmark
Family and Medical Leave Act of 1993 (FMLA)
has allowed millions of employees to take up
to 12 weeks of unpaid leave from work to care
for a new baby or to care for a spouse, child
under age 18, or parent who has a serious
health condition. However, the law does not
allow leave to care for a same-sex partner or
spouse, a grandparent or an adult child. Anec-
dotal evidence suggests that same-sex part-
ners have endured negative reactions and de-
nials to requests for leave when partners gave
birth or had a serious medical condition. When
a loved one is in need of care, employees
should not be subjected to discrimination but
should be allowed to take advantage of the
benefits FMLA provides.

Already, hundreds of companies, several
states, and the District of Columbia have ex-
tended such protections to individuals not
originally included in the Family and Medical
Leave Act of 1993. In order to do this at the
federal level, today | am reintroducing the
Family and Medical Leave Inclusion Act. This
legislation will allow an employee to take un-
paid leave from work to care for his or her
same-sex spouse or domestic partner, parent-
in-law, adult child, sibling, grandchild or grand-
parent if that person has a serious health con-
dition. Additionally, in light of the recent repeal
of the Military’s Don’t Ask Don’t Tell policy, the
legislation permits leave for domestic partners
of service members.

| thank Senator DURBIN for reintroducing the
Senate companion legislation and thank origi-
nal House cosponsors Reps. POLIS, TOWNS,
GEORGE MILLER, STARK, FRANK, HOLMES NOR-
TON, SUSAN DAvIS, CONNOLLY, ISRAEL, FRED-
ERICA WILSON, OLVER, SHERMAN, CAPPS,
SERRANO, NADLER, ENGEL, MOORE, BARBARA
LEE, CHU, and JACKSON Jr.

Almost two decades after enactment, it is
time FMLA caught up to the growing demands
on and changing makeup of American fami-
lies.
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Ms. FUDGE. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor one of my constituents who, because of
her service to the students of Northeast Ohio,
has been bestowed a great honor by her com-
munity. On June 28, 2011, Marsha Dobrzynski
will receive the 51st annual Cleveland Arts
Prize.

The goal of the Cleveland Arts Prize is to
support and encourage artists, and to promote
public awareness of artistic creativity in North-
east Ohio through the work of Arts Prize re-
cipients.

The oldest award of its kind in the United
States, the Arts Prize is a testament to the
standard of excellence and quality of artists in
Northeast Ohio. In addition to artists, the Arts
Prize honors individuals who have expanded
the community’s participation in the arts and
helped make the region more hospitable to
creative artistic expression.

Marsha Dobrzynski, the Executive Director
of Young Audiences of Northeast Ohio, an in-
tegrated program with more than 30 arts, cul-
tural, philanthropic and educational institutions
will receive the Martha Joseph Prize for Distin-
guished Service to the Arts. Since 1994, Mar-
sha has continually demonstrated her unsur-
passed dedication to ensure that children
throughout Northeast Ohio have equal access
to the arts and the consequent benefits experi-
ence in the arts can bring to their personal
growth and education.

Her bold leadership and tireless efforts
throughout her tenure at Young Audiences of
Northeast Ohio have made it possible to incor-
porate arts education into the lives of more
than 242,000 children a year, providing the
much needed framework for a strong edu-
cation in the arts and a path for arts-based ca-
reers through her introduction of the ArtWorks
program. The extraordinary value that she has
brought to this important discipline strongly re-
flects the principles of this award and her
championship of arts in education is rightfully
recognized.
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Mr. BONNER. Mr. Speaker, it is with great
sadness that | rise today to acknowledge the
loss of Wayne Greenhaw, a dedicated Ala-
bama journalist and one of the finest writers to
hail from our state. He passed away May 31,
2011, at the age of 71.

A native of Sheffield and a graduate of the
University of Alabama, Wayne Greenhaw was
the author of 22 books, many of which were
influenced by his southern upbringing and the
historical events that shaped his early career
as a reporter.

His foray into journalism began in 1958 as
a part-time sports reporter for the Tuscaloosa
News, followed by a full time job with the Ala-
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bama Journal in Montgomery. During his re-
porting days, he chronicled the segregationist
movement of the 1960’s and frequently
profiled state and national politics, which later
led to stints as a stringer for the New York
Times and Time magazine, among others.

In 1976, Wayne Greenhaw briefly left jour-
nalism for politics, serving as Jimmy Carter’s
presidential campaign press secretary for Ala-
bama. Nearly two decades later, he entered
public service as the Director of the Alabama
Bureau of Tourism and Travel from 1993 to
1994. In 1995, President Bill Clinton appointed
him as a representative to the White House
Conference on Travel and Tourism. He was
also awarded Travel Writer of the Year in
1995 by the Southeast Tourism Society.

Above all things, Wayne was a truly decent
man who had a moral compass and not only
knew the difference between right and wrong,
but was willing to express it in a powerful way.
As one of our best writers—and we've pro-
duced some mighty talented men and women
from Alabama in this field—Wayne was not
limited to any one medium. From fiction to
nonfiction, books to poetry, beat reporting to
plays, Wayne Greenhaw put his stamp on Ala-
bama literature like few others.

His many books include King of Country,
Ghosts On the Road: Poems of Alabama,
Mexico and Beyond, The Thunder of Angels,
The Spider's Web, Montgomery, The Long
Journey, Beyond the Night, Alabama: A State
of Mind, Tombigbee, Elephants in the Cotton-
fields, The Golfer and Watch out for George
Wallace. He also authored two plays, Rose: A
Southern lady, and The Spirit Tree.

Given his prolific talents, it is, therefore, not
surprising that he was the recipient of the
2005 Clarence Carson Award for nonfiction
and the 2006 Harper Lee Award for Distin-
guished Writing.

His most recent book, Fighting the Devil in
Dixie, about civil rights activists confronting the
Ku Klux Klan from the late 1950’s to the mid
1980’s, is considered “the culmination of his
career.”

Mr. Speaker, Wayne Greenhaw has been
described by his peers as “a storyteller” and
“a part of our State’s history.” Wayne’s works
always reflected his affection and passion for
the history of our state. It is hard to imagine
where our state would be without the historical
and cultural contributions of this great writer.

On behalf of the people of Alabama, | would
like to extend my condolences to Wayne’s
wonderful wife, Sally, and their family and
many friends during this time of personal loss.
Wayne’s love for Alabama and our people will
never be forgotten. May he rest in peace.

———
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The House in Committee of the Whole
House on the State of the Union had under
consideration the bill (H.R. 2021) to amend
the Clean Air Act regarding air pollution
from Outer Continental Shelf activity:

Mr. HOLT. Madam Chair, | voted against
H.R. 2021, the so-called Jobs and Energy
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